Cai Chét cta Socrates

Trong buc tranh, phia trai, gan cudi ngd phong
giam, ngudi coi tl dang dan ba Xantippe, vg cia
Socrates ra ngoai, co & 3 dira con cua dng vira ra
trudce.

Plato ngol trén ghe quay lung lai véi Socrates,
dang chap nhan, dau cui xuong tram ngam, du
thoi diém d6 Plato chi 29 tudi, nhung hoa si (1)
d4 v& téc 6ng bac, trén san dudi ghé, cudn sach
va cay viét. Citro ngdi trén bac ghé canh giuong,
ban tay phai xo0é rong so nhe trén dui thay, mat
nguéc nhin Socrates thuong cam, nhiing hoc tro
khac dung dau giwong bén kia, ai nay 6m dau
théng kho, con Socrates, 6ng ngdi trén giuong,
tay trai va ngén tré6 dua lén cao, tay mat dang
vuong ldy chén thudc doc, ad khoac tring mot
phan vt qua vai trai, dé 16 nguyén phan nguc né
nang, 6ng nhin nhitng nguoi hoc tro dang khoc,
khuyén bao ho. “ Hay ctr vui di, c&c con chi chdn
céi thé phéach cua thay”. Ong da an nhién don
nhan céi chét khong chut run sg. (2).

Socrates sanh nam 469 trudc cdng nguyén, tai
thanh Athen, Hy Lap cb, cha 6ng la nha diéu
khéc, me 6ng 1a mu do dé. Thuo tré dng theo hoc
triét gia Archelaus, 16n Ién éng tim ca doi minh
theo con duong Triét ly. Ong khdng dé lai mot
van viét nao, nguoi doi chi biét 6ng qua nhing
d6i thoai dugc cac dé tir ghi lai, chu yéu tir Plato.
Ong day hoc, khong lay thu lao, chang may quan
tam dén cudc song vat chit, chi c6 mot manh ao
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khodc ban quanh nam sudt thang va hau nhu
ludn di chan tran. Dang nguoi lun, thuong dé
rau, tran s6i, mii dep, mdi 16n, mat 16i, 16ng may
ram, 6ng gidng nhu mot di nhan. it khi ¢ nha,
suét nam quanh thang loanh quanh dé day trong
thanh phé, cé dip ciing ubng ruou, uong nhiéu
nhung chua hé say (3), gap nguoi ndo ciing bat
chuyén @ tim hiéu nhiing gi ho dang tin, tir d6
chi cho ho nhitng céi sai ding va tim ra nhirng
cai ding chuan muc.

Vé6i Socrates, ngudi doi tya nhu con mua réi,
lam ma khéng biét tai sao 1am (4), n6i ma khéng
hiéu minh ndi gi, tin ma khong hiéu tai sao tin,
lao theo cua cai, vat chat bén ngoai ma bo qua
céi phan dich thyc cua con ngudi, 1ong chi thién
an vui ai ciing ¢6, vi thé thé gian dién dao, chién
tranh trién mién, khé luy ting phat gio voi moi
ca nhan.

“Trén ca viéc kiém tién, danh vong, cham chit
bg dang bén ngoai, hay tim vé minh va trau doi
dirc hanh. Tién bac, quan quyén khéng lam cho
con nguoi ta hanh phac, nhing chinh dirc hanh
mdi dem lai sir an lac trong s¢ hizu vat chat. Néu
néi rang nhiing diéu t6i day nhu vy 1a da pha
tbn gido, bang hoai dao dirc, thi quy vi dad qua
sai lam, con néu noi toi day ho khac nhing diéu
nay thi thdt 1a mgt si man tra. DU c6 xir téi chét
ca nhiéu lan, t6i ciing khéng bao gio tir b viéc
giang day nay”, Socrates dd xac quyét viéc minh
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lam, minh tin, trugc Boi tham doan 500 nguoi
dang xu toi ong. Do lat tay nhitng céi sai trai ma
nguoi doi van mot muc tin twong by lau nay,
cudi cung Socrates bi dem ra toa vi toi truyén ba
ton gido mai, lam bang hoai niém tin cua dan
thanh Athens, dac biét a c6 xuy gigi tré tin theo
nhitng chan ly mai.

Tim vé minh, Socrates dugc coi la triét gia dau
tién day con nguoi danh moi wu tién cho ban
than minh, khdng phai cho nhitng phi phiém bén
ngoai ma la mot tu duy doc 1ap, khéng theo ap
dat, than quyén, nha chic trach va ngay chinh ca
luat phép. Tin vao chinh minh, mdi nguai sinh ra
déu cd mot cai thm yéu sy lanh thién, khdng cau
gi ca trong lac 1am lanh, day 1a Chi Thién, c6
mot ly tri thang ngay dé phan biét diéu tét diéu
xau, day 1a ly tri trong sang, c6 mot long yéu
thuong, dé chan hoa sdng voi moi nguoi, ” Vi
nhing gi tao hoa da cho, con nguoi SOng dich
thuc theo d6, song yéu thwong nguoi, sbng theo
nhitng on sang duoc ban, du cd bi cudc doi
rudng ray, bi xir chét tram lan ciing ctr theo
duong d6 ma di.

Va Socrates ban than da minh chung cho niém
tin bt diét nay, boi tham ddan 500 nguoi, 280
nguodi da xu toi chét voi ng. Socrates ¢ thé
tranh céi chét nhiéu cach khac nhau.

“l am speaking not to all of you, only to those
who have to my death ... ” Ong d& ddng dac
noi véi ho, nhitng ngudi xir toi chét dng, 6ng
khdng van xin, dng khong tir bo diéu dng tin,
6ng hanh phic dugc chét vai nhitng gi 6ng tin.

“l will never do what I know to be evil and
shrink in fear from what, for aught, I can tell,
may be a good. If you were therefore to say to
me ‘Socrates, this time we will not listen to
Anystus: we will let you go; but on this
condition, that you cease from carrying on this
search of yours, and from philosophy: if you
are found following those pursuits again, you
shall die’”

Plato and his dialogues by G. Lowes Dickinson

Toi s& khdng bao gid 1am nhiing diéu ma toi biét
no gieo toi ac va co minh trong sg héi vai nhirng
gi, trong mét chung muc, t6i tin do 1a diéu thien.
Va néu vi thé, cac nguoi c6 thé néi véi toi
‘Socrates, lan nay ching t6i sé khéng nghe
Anytus: chang t6i tha 6ng, nhung véi diéu kién,
ong hay ngung ngay viec di tim chan ly nay; va
néu ching toi con thay ong tai phgm, ching toi
sé xir tgi chét 6ng’

Va Socrates tra loi

“Athenians, | hold you in the highest regard
and love; but I will obey God rather than you:
and as long as | have breath and strength I will
not cease from philosophy, and from exhorting
you and declaring the truth to every one of you
whom | meet, saying, as | am wont. My
excellent friend, you are a citizen of Athens, a
city which is very great and very famous for
wisdom and power of mind; are you not
ashamed of caring so much for the making of
money, and for reputation, and for honour?
Will you not think or care about wisdom, and
truth, and the perfection of your soul?”

Plato and his dialogues by G. Lowes Dickinson

“Cac ban dan thanh Athen, t6i that sy mén phuc
va thuong yéu quy ban, nhung t6i phai vang theo
Thién Iy hon la theo quy ban, va cho dén khi nao
tdi con thd va con stc khoe, t6i van chua tir bo
tim chan ly, ¢ vii quy ban, va noi vé sy that véi
bat ky ai toi gap, nhu toi da ting quen lam. Hai
nhitng nguoi ban than thiét caa téi, quy ban la
cong dan cua thanh Athen, mot thanh phd noi
tiéng voi théng thai va sitc manh cua tinh than,
quy ban khdng xau hd vi phi qla nhiéu thoi gio
chay theo tién bac, danh vong? Sao quy ban
khong chiu cham chudt cho tri khon, su that va
su hoan thién caa tam hon ?”

Nhitng gi mudn néi Socrates d4 noi.

Ngay xt toi dén, vo 6ng va 3 dia con duoc dua
dén tham, nhung Xantippe khéc nhu dién dai,
Socartes phai nh¢ nguoi dua ra ngoai, nhitng ban
va hoc trd chung quanh ai ciing dim nuéc mat,
ngay chinh nguoi coi nguc timg ching kién bao
nhiéu céi chét tir tu ciing roi 1é.

Khi nguoi thi hanh an hanh quyét dua 6ng chén
thuoc doc, van trong tinh than ton trong y kién
cua nguoi chuyén mon, dng hoi:

—*A, Ong ban, 6ng 1a nguoi ting 1am viéc nay
nhiéu lan, theo 6ng t6i phai lam the nao ?”
—“Rdt don gian, chi uéng thdi, roi cham réi di
mot llc, khi thay chan nang nang, tro lai

nam, va réi né den”’

Socrates cam ldy chén thudc, uéng mét hoi ngon
lanh, trude canh ndy cac dé tir dng nirc no khdc.
Socrate ndi

—“Gi lg vdy, da khong cho phu ni vao la dé
tranh canh nay”

NG6i xong 6ng dung day di vong quanh phong
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giam, khi thdy thuoc da tham, ong tro lai nam,
thuéc d& ngam toi nguc, va nhu nho ra diéu gi,
ong dan

—“Critton, thay con mdc ng' Aselepius mét con
04, con nhe tra cho thay”

va Socrates ra di khong mét gi hdi tiéc.
ma van dung

(1) Jacques Louis David, hoa si nguoi Phap da
V€ buc tranh nay tai Paris vao mua thu 1786, luc
d6 David 38 tudi, David dinh vé& Socrates trong
tu thé dang udng thudc doc, nhung qua gop v ciia
nha tho Andre Chenier, David da v& Socrates
dang véi tay cam lay chén thudc doc, khac ghi
khoanh khoic dep nhét cua con nguoi, budc qua
cai chét mot cach that tinh téo.

(2) Trong can str Viét Nam c6 mot céi chét ciing
binh than nhu Ban Long Uan, hién ngang nhu To
Su Tir va oai hung nhu Muc Kién Lién, d6 1a cai
chét cua cu Phan thanh Gian, rat tiéc dén nay van
chua c6 mét bac tranh, kich hay phim khic hoa
lai cai chét nay. Chung ta no lich s qué nhiéu.

...Quay vé phuong Bac 6ng lay nam lay, xong
cung Vi vé tram tinh 1au nay, 6ng kéu cac con
vao can dan: “ Cha nay stic gia da can kiét, viéc
nudce khong lo tron, on vua khéng tra néi, nghi
minh c6 sbng ciing ning toi. Ngay mai cha c6
thac roi, cac nguoi nén nhé nguoi Pha lang sa da
cay thé manh cudp dat dai cua to tién ta (va ciing
hién nay c6 nudc dang cay thé manh hiép dép
ngu dan ta, cuép dét to tién ta - 1oi riéng cua
nguoi viét). Phai giit gin cai sy trong sang. Lan
nira cha dan khéng dwgc cong su gi v6i ngudi
Tay duong. Nhung cac chau cho ching theo hoc
truong ho, ndm cho mau cai ky xao cua ho mai
mong 1am nén su nghiép 16n.” N6i réi, Ong bung
chén dim pha 4 phién ma éng d4 nan ni éng trim
Duc lam sin, udng tir tir, tir tor.

Ong Tram Duc khdng chiu duoc trudc cai chét
cua Pai nhan ma 6ng theo hau gan ca cugc doi,
guc dau canh dng can ludi tu van chét theo chu
khong mét 1oi tran tri.

. Hang ngan, hang ngan ngu’0’I con cua Vinh
Long dd ra bo séng cli dau tién dua ong vé céi
Ganh Mu U, céi lang Bao Thanh khé can noi 6ng
da ra doi.

Riéng Phan Di Thw, nguoi ban cua Phan dai
nhan tir thud han vi, khéng ra, éng kéu con chau
lai can dan, cling nhu Phan dai nhan, 6ng khdng
mubn thay la co ba sac phap phei bay trén cai
noi 6ng dang séng. N6i rdi dng ciing udng chén

thudc doc chét theo ban va dai nghia. (Trich tur
Phan Thanh Gian ndi dau trim nam cua Hoang
Lai Giang)

(3) N6i V& ruou, Xin dugc trich nguyén van loi
chd thich khi luén vé céi ngon va dep cua uéng
ruou, trong tuyén tap “Dau 4n thuong hiéu” cua
Ton That Nguydn Khiém, ma nguoi viét xin
nhan 1am bac thay trong 14nh vuc nay.

Nguyén Khuyén c6 nhitng cau tho néi vé ruou
ngon that tuyét voi, nhu trong bai khdc Duong
Khué “... Ruou ngon khéng c6 ban hién, Khong
mua khong phai khdng tién khong mua.” Vay rét
cuoc, cai ngon cua ruou la do dau ma cé duogc
day du?! Va cai hung chét cua ruou la xuit phat
bai dau khi cau dau va cau cudi trong bai tir tuyét
Lwong Chau Tir caa Vuong Han “Bd dao my tau
da quang bdi. C6 lai chinh chién ky nhan hdi?”
Hozc khi Kim Dung, trong Tiéu Ngao Giang Ho,
ta canh hiéu tir sinh tinh IGc Lénh H6 Xung ban
v6i T6 Thién Thu trén sdng Hoang Ha vé céc
loai ly dung rugu hay vé cach chung cat ruou va
thtr regu vai Ban Thanh Tién Sinh ¢ Mai Trang
trén hod giam Nham Nga Hanh, canh Huéng Van
Thién ngdi uéng ruou V6i “thé diéu lanh nhat
ngoé troi” trudc ddm quan hing nhao nhac, hay
trong Thién Long Bat B, khi Kiéu Phong nang
vO ndc ruou “tuyét giao bang hitu” va “tron mat
xem khinh nghin hao han “truéc khi tung Phéch
Khong Than Quyén va Hang Long Thap Bét
Chuong mo tran 4c dau tai Tu Hién Trang, hay
cau thét ty day long “Pai ca! Tam dé! Hai vi
uéng ruou sao khong goi ta?” cua “tiéu tang lac
gi6i” Hu Trac khi nhin canh thap bat ky sy Yén
Van Khét Pan cung dang 18 tdi da dung ruou
cho Kiéu Phong va Poan Dy “déc bau can khon
thoa thué tinh nghia dé huynh, séng ciing vay ma
chét ciing vay trude khi mo mot trudng dai sat tai
san chua Thiéu Lam”... thi rd rang la cai ngon
cua rugu va céi dep caa canh uéng ruou khong
chi dén tir ban than caa rugu, ma con chu yéu
dén tir chinh cai tm /hung/kién/ngd/giac caa con
nguoi khi nhén sinh dbi tau.

(4) Chaa Jesus khi trén thap gia cting tirng da ndi
“Forgive them for they know not what they do”.

Nguoi doi twa nhu con réi. Thoi Socrates 1a vay,
con thoi nay c6 khac gi dau. Hay nhin chung
quanh ban, c6 may nguoi tinh tao an husng vui
tha cudc séng. Van TV, mé to bao, bao nhiéu
chuyén dién loan xay ra hang ngay.

Theo mét két qua nghién ciru mai dugc cong bd
trudc khi khai mac Hoi Nghi do LHQ chu tri,
dién 1a can binh tram kha dimg hang thir ba trong
s6 5 can binh man tinh cua nhan loai 1a ung thu,
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tiéu duong, tam than, binh tim va lao phoi, va tir
nay den nam 2020, con so nguoi chet vi cac binh
nay co thé 1én dén 52 triéu moi nam.

Vi dau, thought, suy nghi, con ngudi suy nghi
lung tung. That ra ho khéng suy nghi, ma suy
nghi ci nhu mot cadi may thau bang ca ky, vai
dia bang tudi cang cang 16n né cang nhéo, cir
ngady dém tu dong vang vong trong dau con
nguoi, ho khong thé tit né duoc, khdng thé turn
off cai am thanh tra tin d6 dugc. Quai ac la

nhirng dong suy nghi khong ngung nghi do lai
thuong hay lang thang vé qua kht, lai thich hay
nhé t6i nhitng chuyén dau budn, ric réi. Tir suy
nghi, budéc qua cam xdc, dot nhién tim dap
manh, méau don Ién, lo budn gian dix, va d6 chinh
la lac bao nhiéu chat doc c6 dip tiét ra xam
nhidm tan cong co thé va tm hon lanh manh cua
con ngudi. Con nguoi da bi cit dut ngudn sdng
tuoi vui vi cdi may hét ct ky nay. Chi khi nao
con nguoi ¢ thé te minh van hay tit duoc nd
theo y minh, nhan loai méi voi kho.
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